
 Collaborated with a ceramist Syunghye Kim 
and a musician Myungsun Jang. That Distant 
Future When We Can Share a Coffee (2020 - ) 
is an audience participation performance 
where a minimum of three to a maximum of 
nine participants sit together and drink warm 
coffee or tea. As participants’ glasses begin to 
fog up, they take turns wiping down each 
other’s glasses.  

This project began from personal experience 
of my glasses constantly clouding over, a 
consequence of having to wear a mask 
following the COVID outbreak. I focused on 
how the non-visible elements of temperature, 
humidity, and water vapor materialized as 
water droplets, obstructing the functionality of 
one’s eyeglasses. I interpret one’s glasses 
fogging over as a moment of uncertainty that 
also opens up a new language of possibility. 

In our current times, where we spend more 
time in front of screens than ever, I examine 
our short-sighted attitudes that are revealed by 
the constant action of our fingers clicking on 
the screen. What if the act of clicking, which 
has become as natural as breathing, results in 
shoving someone to the side or consuming the 
future for the sake of the present? As 
temperature, humidity, and water vapor make 
their presence known, and the fog pushes 
more familiar figures into the background, I 
invite people to imagine pointer fingers that 
are not stuck to the screen but rather point 
towards distant futures and unknown others. 

Performance excerpt:  
https://vimeo.com/569477562/d6b1593443  

That Distant Future When We Can share a Coffee (2020 - ) Portfolio

During the performance participants are asked 
to place paper sheets on cups, watching as 
the heat-sensitive material reveals a drawing. 
The fluctuating image, which betrays the fixity 
of matter, is a metaphor for that which exists 
beyond the world of the visible.

 First time presented in Eulgi-ro, Seoul, 
South Korea, 2020

 Second time presented in Dutch Design Week 2021, De Buut, Eindhoven, The Netherlands

https://www.foams-of-wave.com/
https://youtu.be/PZyhvTdvtRI
https://vimeo.com/569477562/d6b1593443


 
 In collaboration with Juyoung Lee, the body is 

a curriculum consisting of five consecutive 
classes that revolve around the theme of the 
human body.  

This curriculum invites students to share their 
curiosities about the human body and answer 
them together via visual language. Through 
various mediums such as drawings, scientific 
experiments, photographs and performances, 
students are invited to approach the body as a 
medium. 

1) Observation 
Looking closely at our hands 

      — Magnify glass, colour pencil and paper 
2) Cut-out 

focus on our body parts in a surrealistic 
way 

   — papers with a hole in the middle,    
      camera, various drawing materials 
3) Flipping around  

write down questions that our body does 
and answer in our own ways 

      — pencil and paper, curious minds 
4) In and out 
      drawing different cells on the porcelain 
      — porcelain, whiteboard markers,    
           water, camera 
5) Assembling  

involves extra work for video editing 
      — green-screen wall, video recorder, video   
          editing tool 

As a final result, we used our video-editing 
skills to make a three-minute video for each 
student.

The body (2020, Curriculum consisting of 5 subsequent classes)

Sample video: 
https://vimeo.com/721545209 (pwd: lee) →

https://vimeo.com/721545209


 In collaboration with Juyoung Lee. Landscapes 
of proverbs is a curriculum consisting of three 
small classes that explore old Korean proverbs 
and invite to be part of the collective drawing.  

In the first session, students are invited to 
randomly pick three proverbs (printed on the 
paper) from a box and read them together. 
After guessing what they mean, searching for 
unfamiliar words in a Korean dictionary, and 
understanding the meaning, each student 
picks one proverb they wish to work on. 
Cutting the sentence into smaller words and 
then each word becomes one illustration. 

In the second session, students are invited to 
either continue creating the illustrations or 
refine the ones they already made.  

In the last session, students are asked to pick 
five illustrations made by fellow students. After 
selecting illustration cards, they create one 
traditional-Korean-style landscape drawing by 
copying them and adding new ones.

The intention was to create dynamics between 
different age groups and classmates by 
mixing, choosing, and copying different styles 
of drawings.

Landscapes of proverbs (2019, Curriculum consisting of 3 small classes)



 
From my teenage years to my early twenties, I 
have tried numerous ways to lose weight. In 
South Korean society, women are under 
immense pressure to conform to social 
expectations concerning beauty and 
attractiveness. With no surprise, I have had a 
hard time dealing with body image issues. As a 
way to work through these issues, I began to 
work out regularly, and to my surprise, I began 
to enjoy working out. 
  
In this project, I focused on my reasons for 
working out: sweating and meditating while 
running on the treadmill. This resulted in writing 
down all my worries with water-soluble markers 
on workout shirts. After working out, these 
worries were symbolically and literally erased 
through the effect of my sweat. 

As part of this project, I leaded several 
workshops, where participants were invited to 
write out their worries on T-shirts. In total, 23 
participants made their t-shirts in workshops 
hosted in Incheon for two days at my studio.

On 23 September 2017, among those 
workshop participants, 6 participants gathered 
and worked out in the Han River area.  

Working out=Making Art (2015 - 2017)

 After two hours of working out

 Workshop participants holding their T-shirts 
of worries. 

⟵ Installation View, Incheon, South Korea



In November of 2016, South Korean artists 
occupied a portion of Gwanghwamun Plaza in 
protest of the artist blacklist created by the 
Park Geun-Hye administration. The Black 
Market, was organized by South Korean 
artist Jinhwon Hong both in response to the 
revelation of the artists' blacklist created by the 
Park Geun-Hye, as well as an explosion of 
testimonials from female artists on twitter 
speaking about the sexual harassment they 
had experienced in the art world. On 
December 4th, CMYK participated in the Black 
Market located within the encampment at 
Gwanghwamun Plaza and conducted covert 
transactions with members of the public, 
selling small artworks concealed under large 
trench coats. Customers could verify the 
authenticity of their purchases by scanning a 
QR code. 

Each purchased artwork comprised one part of 
a large-scale drawing made up of 200 
nametags, which represented all the scandals 
and incidents that took place from October to 
November 2016 in Korea. 

QR code link: 
http://cymkcmyk.wixsite.com/cmyk 

CMYK (CY, Chaeyoung and MK, Minki) is a 
group undertaking guerilla actions meant to 
promote love and justice. 

K (2016)

 19-3 name tag, 6.3 x 9.5 cm, 2016  
 Drawing of K, oil pastel on paper,  

126 x 95 cm, 2016 

 Pictures taken during the performance, 2016 

https://www.artbava.com/exhibit/%EB%B8%94%EB%9E%99-%EB%A7%88%EC%BC%93-black-market/
https://www.artbava.com/exhibit/%EB%B8%94%EB%9E%99-%EB%A7%88%EC%BC%93-black-market/
https://jinhwon.com/
http://cymkcmyk.wixsite.com/cmyk
https://www.hongminki.com/home

